English 10 
Semester 1 Overview
Novels:

Do Hard Things by Alex and Brett Harris

I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

Short Stories:

“The Gift of the Magi” by O. Henry

“The Little Match-Seller” by Hans Christian Andersen

“A Christmas Dream, and How It Came True” by Louisa May Alcott

“The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant 

Speeches:

Abraham Lincoln's “Gettysburg Address”

Martin Luther King, Jr.'s “I Have a Dream...”

In studying the above texts, students read, answer questions, annotate, examine themes, study literary and rhetorical techniques, watch videos, analyze and discuss the texts (in the context of relevant Bible verses, current events, and history), and write a variety of essays including persuasive and analytical.

Vocabulary

150 SAT and reading words. Students use words in sentences and writing, play memory

games, and have frequent cumulative tests.

Grammar

Verb tenses (simple, perfect, and progressive); subjective, objective, and indefinite pronouns; appositives; participles.
Writing

Various forms of paragraph and essay writing including descriptive and persuasive; developing introductions and thesis statements; using and identifying various literary and rhetorical techniques; writing various poetry forms. Students write detailed descriptions of objects and places, create written advertisements, and write persuasive, narrative, descriptive, and literary analysis essays. Students use rhetorical techniques to present advertisements and participate in a mock debate on a current California proposition. Students complete multiple essay drafts using proofreading and editing skills and integrate in-text quotations and paraphrasing using MLA format.

