[image: image1.png]PIONEER FAMILY ACADEMY





Grow in Christ, Character, Knowledge and Love
Student/Parent Handbook

Kathy Kistler

Director
8/23/23: PFA/Handbook/Student Handbook
Table of Contents

Our mission………………………………………………………………………………….4
Our vision……………………………………………………………………………………4
Our goals…………………………………………………………………………………….4
Our purpose………………………………………………………………………………….4
Education philosophy………………………………………………………………………..4
Our educational philosophy…………………………………………………………………5
Statement of faith……………………………………………………………………………6
Admission policy……………………………………………………………………………7
Our features………………………………………………………………………………….7

Our program…………………………………………………………………………………7
Proposed scope and sequence……………………………………………………………….8
Office Hours…………………………………………………………………………………9
School Dates and Times……………………………………………………………………..9
Textbooks……………………………………………………………………………………9
Morning Prep for Teachers………………………………………………………………….9
Arrival time………………………………………………………………………………….9
Pick-Up time………………………………………………………………………………...9

Drop off and pick up protocol……………………………………………………………...10

Holiday Breaks……………………………………………………………………………..10

Closed campus……………………………………………………………………………..10

Mid-day appointments……………………………………………………………………..11

Lunch………………………………………………………………………………………11

Lost and found……………………………………………………………………………..11

School pictures……………………………………………………………………………..11

Cell Phones………………………………………………………………………………...11

Social Media……………………………………………………………………………….11
Graduation…………………………………………………………………………………12

Qualifications for Valedictorian…………………………………………………………..13

Parent/ School communication……………………………………………………………14

Conflict Resolution………………………………………………………………………..14

Expectation of Parents…………………………………………………………………….15

Lunch coverage……………………………………………………………………………16

Food in Class………………………………………………………………………………16

Room Parents………………………………………………………………………………16

Birthday Celebrations……………………………………………………………………...16

Campus Visitors……………………………………………………………………………16

Substitutes………………………………………………………………………………….16

Field Trip Drivers.…………………………………………………………………………17

Safety and Stewardship…………………………………………………………………….17

Soliciting…………………………………………………………………………………...18

Parking Lot safety………………………………………………………………………….18

Good stewards……………………………………………………………………………...18

Vandalism……………………………………………………………………………….....18

Forbidden Items……………………………………………………………………………18

Cubby Units……………………………...………………………………………………...19
Tuition box…………………………………………………………………………………19

Late Fees and Insufficient funds…………………………………………………………...19

Fees………………………………………………………………………………………...19
Dropping a class……………………………………………………………………………19

Early withdrawal…………………………………………………………………………...20
The Principle Approach to Education……………………………………………………...20

Webster’s Dictionary………………………………………………………………………20

Academic Diligence………………………………………………………………………..20

Customized Academic Plan………………………………………………………………..20

Cursive and typing…………………………………………………………………………21
Tardiness…………………………………………………………………………………...21

Late Assignments…………………………………………………………………………..21

Technical difficulties………………………………………………………………………21

Absences…………………………………………………………………………………...21

Grades……………………………………………………………………………………...21

Subject Overviews…………………………………………………………………………22

Teacher Web Pages………………………………………………………………………..22

Attendance…………………………………………………………………………………22

Cutting Class………………………………………………………………………………22

Infractions…………………………………………………………………………………22

Attitude……………………………………………………………………………………23

Probations…………………………………………………………………………………23

Study Hall…………………………………………………………………………………23

Honesty……………………………………………………………………………………24

Tutoring……………………………………………………………………………………24

Academic testing…………………………………………………………………………..24
Godly Conduct…………………………………………………………………………….24
Code of Conduct…………………………………………………………………………...25

Male/Female relationships…………………………………………………………………26

Dress and Appearance……………………………………………………………………...26

Dress Code Reasoning…….……………………………………………………………27-30
Dress Code expectations and Violations…………………………………………………...31

OUR MISSION
· To assist home school parents in their God-given duty of training and educating their children, developing Christ-centered values, a strong Christian character, and academic excellence.

OUR VISION
· To advance Christ’s kingdom and bring glory to His name by providing an educational environment that stimulates and nurtures Christ-like character, Godly and wise thinking and actions, and strong academic prowess in our students.

OUR GOALS
· To equip parents with the necessary resources, training, and support to provide an excellent education for their children.
· To offer a high quality academic program in a creative group environment that will encourage a life-long love of learning, and will allow students to flourish in whatever life course they may choose.
· To equip students to apply Biblical principles and reasoning to all spheres of their education and life.

· To nurture Christian character in each student and encourage the development of a lifelong love of God, family, community, and country.
· To equip our students to become all that God has uniquely designed them to be for His Kingdom purposes and for His glory.  (Ephesians 2:10)
OUR PURPOSE
Pioneer Family Academy was developed in 1993 out of a desire to provide support to home schooling families to “...enlighten the understanding, correct the temper, and form the manners and habits of youth, and fit them for usefulness in their future station,” as stated in Noah Webster’s 1828 definition of education. It is our goal to provide an environment that stimulates and nurtures Christ-like character, Godly and wise thinking and action, and strong academic prowess for the furtherance of Christ’s kingdom and to bring glory to His name.

EDUCATION PHILOSOPHY
We believe that it is the parent’s God-given duty to assume responsibility for the education of their children. They may delegate, but never surrender fully, that responsibility to the Christian Church and the Christian school. This program is best suited for parents who are dedicated to the principles of Christian living found in the Bible and for families that are committed to expending the energy and discipline in giving their student an excellent education. We regard ourselves as a tutorial support school and consider it the parents’ responsibility to work alongside their student; therefore, PFA parents are required to be involved in their student’s character training, academic reasoning, and in discussing and proofreading homework. We desire to come alongside those families who are serious about their student’s character and Christian scholarship.
OUR EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY
· God is the singular source and absolute standard for all truth.  He desires to reveal His truth to mankind, and has given us knowledge, understanding, and wisdom to comprehend this truth.  He has revealed His truth through natural revelation within His creation, and through special revelation, the Bible.

· The Bible is the integrating hub around which all knowledge and all academic disciplines are connected, and its precepts and principles are applicable to every sphere of life.  The Bible provides the criterion by which all other subject matter is to be judged.

· Education is not limited to the conveyance of content in the classroom, but includes the totality of a person’s life experience.  Essentially all of life is an educational process, and it is a life-long process.

· The aim of education is to know and understand God and His purposes, and to worship and glorify God through every part of our being.  It is also to “...enlighten the understanding, correct the temper, and form the manners and habits of youth, and fit them for usefulness in their future station.”  (Noah Webster’s 1828 definition of education)
· God has given parents the responsibility for the education of their children. They may delegate, but never surrender fully, that responsibility to the Christian church or to the public or private school.
This program is designed for parents who are dedicated to the principles of Christian living found in the Bible.  Families outside of the Christian faith who desire to participate in the PFA program must agree to fully support and reinforce Biblical doctrine and principles, and what is being taught at PFA, through their communication and behavior outside of PFA.

The program is also best suited for families who are serious about their student’s character and Christian scholarship, and are committed to expending the energy and discipline in giving their student an excellent education.  PFA is a tutorial support program only.  It is still the parents’ responsibility to work alongside their student, remaining actively engaged in their character training, academic reasoning, and in discussing and proofreading homework.
STATEMENT FOF FAITH
1. We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible, authoritative, inerrant Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16, 2 Peter 1:21).

2. We believe there is one God, eternally existent in three persons-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Genesis 1:1, Matthew 28:19, John 10:30).

3. We believe in the deity of Christ (John 10:33), His virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:23, Luke 1:35), His sinless life (Hebrews 4: 15, 7:26), His miracles (John 2:11), His vicarious and atoning death (1 Corinthians 15:3, Ephesians 1:7, Hebrews 2:9), His Resurrection (John 11:25, 1 Corinthians 15:4), His Ascension to the right hand of God (Mark 16:19), His personal return in power and glory (Acts 1:11, Revelation 19:11).

4. We believe in the absolute necessity of regeneration by the Holy Spirit for salvation because of the exceeding sinfulness of human nature, and that men are justified on the single ground of faith in the shed blood of Christ, and that only by God's grace and through faith alone are we saved (John 3:16–19, 5:24; Romans 3:23, 5:8–9; Ephesians 2:8–10; Titus 3:5).

5. We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost; they that are saved unto the resurrection of life, and they that are lost unto the resurrection of condemnation (John 5:28–29).

6. We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 8:9, 1 Corinthians 2:12–13, Galatians 3:26–28).

7. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to live a godly life (Romans 8:13–14; 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19–20; Ephesians 4:30, 5:18).

8. We believe that the term marriage has only one meaning: the uniting of one man and one woman in a single, exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture (Genesis 2:18–25). We believe that God intends sexual intimacy to occur only between a man and a woman who are married to each other (1 Corinthians 6:18, 7:2–5; Hebrews 13:4). We believe that God's command is that there be no sexual intimacy outside of or apart from marriage between a man and a woman.

9. We believe that God wonderfully foreordained and immutably created each person as either male or female in conformity with his or her biological sex. These two distinct yet complementary genders together reflect the image and nature of God (Genesis 1:26–27).  
10. We believe that any form of sexual immorality (including adultery, fornication, homosexual behavior, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, and use of pornography) is sinful and offensive to God. (Matt.1518-20; Cor.6:9-10).
11. We believe in order to preserve the function and integrity of Pioneer Family Academy, it is imperative that all persons employed by, or functioning as a volunteer at Pioneer Family Academy, agree to abide by the Statement of Marriage, Gender, and Sexuality.

12. We believe that God offers redemption and restoration to all who confess and forsake their sin, seeking His mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ (Rom. 10:9-10)

13. We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness and respect.

Our Statement of Faith is not exhaustive of all of our beliefs. The Bible, as the inspired and infallible Word of God, speaks with absolute authority regarding the proper conduct of mankind and is the unchanging foundation for all belief and behavior. The PFA Board of Directors holds final interpretive authority on biblical meaning and application with regard to faith, doctrine, policy, practice, and discipline.
ADMISSION POLICY
Pioneer Family Academy is a Christian program established to supplement home education. Both parents and students must understand and support that this program promotes a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and a belief in the inerrancy of the Holy Bible with the understanding that the Bible is the guide for our understanding and choices in life. PFA families are expected to participate in volunteer hours for activities at PFA, and those that will assist our host and ministry partner, The Home Church. This program is best suited for those who can support the principles of Christian living found in the Bible and for families who are committed to expending energy and discipline necessary to give their student an excellent education. We will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin. Pioneer Family Academy’s directors and ruling board have the final authority regarding who is admitted in the school. The administration reserves the right to exclude any student for whom entrance to PFA would not be in the best interest of the school and to dismiss any family whose influence and/or conduct becomes in any way detrimental to the best interest of the program.
OUR FEATURES
· A Non-Denominational Christian tutorial program

· Enrollment open to home schooling families in Santa Clara Valley seeking assistance and     
community
· Gifted and Passionate Christian teachers

· A nine month program

· An optional Private Satellite Program (PSP) is available.   
· (Enrollment under a school affidavit is required.)





OUR PROGRAM
· Kindergarten

· There is one multi-subject class each for 1st through 6th  grade, with class size limited to 16
students. Children in 1st – 6th grades will study Bible, Math, English, Science and History.
· Grades 7-12 have five classes offered.
· Classes will be held on Tuesday and Thursday, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  

· Parents are responsible for teaching Spelling, Handwriting, and supplemental Reading, at home.
PROPOSED SCOPE and SEQUENCE
Grade


       



1st-2nd

Beginning Reading, Phonics, Math with many hands on activist introducing the world around them, and learning appropriate social interaction.
All classes will teach age appropriate Bible, Math and English plus the following:



History



Science


3th

Columbus through      


Oceans, Meteorology



Pilgrim life



Astronomy, Geology




4th

Colonial (Revolution)


Human body

 

California History




5th

Constitution



Zoology


Westward Movement


Civil War






             

6th

Ancient Civilizations


Physical Science
7th - 8th Grade


7th Grade
 Geography



Math: Algebra 1/2
 English 7
 


Life Science
 Total Health
8th Grade   
English 8
              

Algebra 1
 



American Christian History    
Earth Science   


Logic/Critical Thinking   

High School
9th Grade
English 9



Basic Chemistry


Spanish 1         


Ancient Civilizations History


Algebra 1
10th Grade
English 10



Biology



Spanish 2

Renaissance to Modern History                                                                                          


Algebra 2



Day
11th Grade
Communication    
 

Anatomy & Physiology

       
English Literature    


U.S. History



Photography
12th Grade
Civics/Economics  


World View


American Literature     

Intro to Psychology
GENERAL INFORMATION
Office Hours
PFA’s office hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

School Dates and Times 
The first day of school will be Tuesday of the last week in August, with orientation in the week prior.  School ends the last week of May.
Grades Kindergarten through 8th grade will have an orientation.
Textbooks
Parents will be given a list of required textbooks in June. Parents are responsible for ordering the needed textbooks and having them in the student’s hand on the first day of school. Please put the student’s name in each textbook. We do not buy back books at the end of the year, but we do have a Yahoo group where you can advertise your used curriculum. 
**Students must have their textbooks in hand before they can start attending classes!
Morning Prep Time for K-6th grade Teachers      8:00-8:20 am
The teachers need time each morning to prepare for their class.  The teachers of the K-6th grade classes will keep their doors closed in the morning, and students and parents are asked to honor the time they need by not disturbing them.  Students should be at school by 8:20 and in their seats ready to go at 8:30. We ask that if you need to speak to a teacher, please wait until the end of the day, email them, call them on the phone, or send a note with your student.

Arrival Time

Please do not have your student arrive prior to 8:00 a.m.  The earliest time that a staff person is at our facility is 8:00 a.m. 
Pick Up Time -All students should be off campus by 3:00 p.m. 

 Students are to be picked up no later than 15 minutes after school is dismissed.  Please make        arrangements with another parent or friend if you are unable to be at school on time.  If there is an emergency, please call the office at 408-370-4335.  If your high school student does not stay for the full day, please be sure that they leave campus after their last class.  We do not wish our halls to become a social hang out area. If you authorize your students to leave the campus unescorted, to ride a bus home or participate in another activity, they must have a note, parent signed document on file with us. 
DROP OFF AND PICK UP PROTOCOL

Drop off:

An adult must walk all students in grades K-6 to the building at the beginning of the day. 

For safety reasons, do not stop your vehicle directly in front of the office building and drop off your student.

Pick up:

Grades K through 6:
 Parents/ adults must come to their student’s classroom and pick up their student by 2:45 p.m.

Grades 7 through 11: 

Will be released to the front
Holiday Breaks
Thanksgiving

The full week of Thanksgiving
Christmas 

The last two weeks of December and the first week of January
Winter Break

One week in February
Easter 


One week in Spring
The week following Easter
Closed Campus             

PFA has a closed campus.  Students are not to leave the building except when escorted by a teacher or staff member.  Students must bring their lunch each day.  If a lunch is forgotten, the student may call the parent to bring a lunch for them.  Students should not come to school expecting to go to KFC unless it is a planned school outing.    Parents may take their student out for lunch occasionally, as long as they sign their student out and back in.

The parking lot is off limits to students during the school day.
NO high school students are to leave campus for lunch unless it is a chaperoned class event.

For high school students who do not carry a full class load at PFA please observe the following guidelines.

*All twelfth grade students will be expected to leave campus after their last class and not return. They may return if they are responsible to pick up a younger sibling. They will be expected to follow the guidelines for student pick up. They are not to hang out on campus with other students.

*A twelfth grade student may stay on campus in study hall if, and only if, they have a sibling attending PFA and they must wait for them, before leaving with their appointed ride.

*A high school student in ninth through eleventh grade, who has no last period, may leave campus to go home. If they stay on campus to wait for their sibling and /or ride home, they must be in study hall through the end of the school day. They may NOT sign themselves out and leave campus to return later. 

We will be asking each family to sign a document confirming their understanding of these policies and stating exactly what their student’s schedule will be.

Mid-Day Appointments

If your student needs to leave campus during the middle of the day for an appointment, please sign in and out with the front office so that in case of an emergency, we will know the location of your student.
Lunch

Students should bring their lunch from home, ready to eat.  Please do not send things that need to be heated in the microwave or add-hot-water-and-stir-items. We do not have the facilities to accommodate students/faculty trying to heat their lunch all at the same time.  If your student carries a lunch box, please label it.  Lunch boxes are our most “left behind” item, and they become rather fragrant after just a few days.
Lost and Found
All coats, sweatshirts, jackets, books, and personal possessions must be labeled with the student’s name.  Please take the time periodically to check the Lost & Found rack located downstairs by the elevator.  Often you will find things you didn’t even know were missing.  If not reclaimed, items will be donated to charity at the end of the year.
School Pictures                    

School pictures will be taken in the fall.  Parents will be notified of the exact date.    The pictures are usually ready before Thanksgiving.  All students will have their picture taken to be used in the yearbook, and for student ID’s, even if they are not planning on purchasing a photo.

CELL PHONE USAGE
Cell phones are not to be taken out for any reason during class time.

Cell phone ringers are to be turned off while students are in class.

Cell phones may be collected before tests and quizzes.

Camera phones are permitted on campus: however, the camera feature may not be used without permission of the person being photographed.

*Teachers and administrators may search phones at any time they deem it appropriate to determine cell phone activity. If you wish to have your phone on campus, this is a necessary agreement.

The teacher will confiscate any cell phone that is being used in class.  An infraction fee will be charged and the cell phone will not be returned until the fee is paid. Pick up phone in PFA office at the end of the day with the fee ($5.00 first offense), subject to change based on attitude.
SOCIAL MEDIA
We ask that you do not post negative or derogatory comments about PFA, its students, administrators, or staff on social media sites. Individuals should take issues or concerns to the appropriate person rather than making negative remarks on social media.

High School Graduation

PFA will provide a graduation ceremony for our 12th grade full-time students.  This is a parent run project, and planning begins in September of the graduating year. 

The following are guidelines for any student who desires to participate in the twelfth grade graduation ceremony. This would include any eleventh grade student who may be graduating a year early.

1. Students must pay for at least 3 classes at PFA, and be enrolled in at least one class from the twelfth grade course of study.

2. They must end the school year with a C grade or above in all their PFA classes. If a student fails any classes at the end of the first semester, they are automatically disqualified from graduation.
3. The student must complete 8 hours of community service work during their 12th grade year.  Details will be discussed during the graduation meeting held in September.
4. The ceremony is parent planned and run under the guidelines of PFA.
5. There is a separate fee to cover the varied costs of the graduation.
6. The student must be in good standing with the school, not displaying poor behavior or be on probation.

12th Grade Graduation
Our high school graduation ceremony was developed as a reward for those students and families who had given themselves to each other, and to the success of our school. It is not simply a ceremony, but rather a culmination of time, often years, of sharing academic experiences here at PFA. Participation in the ceremony is not open to people outside of PFA, or even to those involved in the Private Satellite Program. It is designed for those who have shown a constant commitment to our school. We require the students take at least one-twelfth-grade class to maximize the bonding in their final year. We ask that our 12th grade students take or pay for at least three classes so that we have the financial ability to keep our twelfth grade teachers on staff. At the end of the student’s eleventh grade year, the families will be contacted and given an agreement to sign to assure that everyone is fully informed regarding the stipulations and requirements involved in participating in the graduation ceremony.
12th Grade Students
Making it to your senior year is an exciting accomplishment, and we rejoice with our students and their families. There are some considerations we have put in place to make it workable for us all.

ALL 12th grade students will be required to pay for three classes whether or not they plan to participate in the graduation ceremony.

We desire that our student’s final year at PFA be a positive one. It is not uncommon when a student reaches their final year they become distracted, reduce the amount of energy directed to their schooling, and express their growing independence by disregarding some of the rules and guidelines of their academic environment. Let that not be the case with the students here at Pioneer Family Academy. Strive to honor God and finish well!
With that in mind, the following are issues that need to be addressed with our twelfth grade students:
1. You must get a ‘C’ or above in each of your PFA courses, both semesters, to participate in the graduation ceremony.

2. In lieu of a senior sneak day is NOT a sanctioned event at PFA. We offer a “senior bonding day” which is preplanned and is lieu of a class day. It typically takes place during the final week of school, but can be at another time if discussed and approved by the teachers. 
3. For those who are taking just a few classes and are coming and going, it is important you do not “hang-out” in your car or in the parking lot. 

Qualifications for Valedictorian
1.
4.0 or higher GPA

1. Minimum of 3 years at PFA at the high school level

2. Taking at least 4 out of 5 PFA classes for the first three years

3. At least 3 years of Math, 3 years of Science

4. Must have 4 years of English unless graduating in 3 years

5. Be of good character and reputation

The Principal has the final authority for the determination of the Valedictorian. 
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PARENT  INVOLVEMENT
Communication
We are using a school communication platform by the name of Konstella. Once you are enrolled, you will be placed in our Konstella database. The primary use of this will be all school communications. 

The elementary teachers also use Konstella to communicate regarding lessons and other class activities.

The Jr. And Sr. high teachers will be using a platform called Canvas to communicate class-specific information.  
FROM US TO YOU:  Family Folder Mail Box
Each family will have a hanging file with their name on it. It will be near our front door at the end of each day. Please empty it on a daily basis, as it will be one of our primary ways of communicating with you.   

FROM YOU TO US:

Communication with your student’s instructor(s) is vital. The instructors need to be aware of any stresses or concerns.  Your feedback is invaluable.  If someone other than yourself is teaching your student at home, it is important that you let us know the name and contact information of the tutor so the teachers can communicate with them.

Speaking the truth in love is a character trait we wish to foster in our families and school, along with verbal appreciation and thankfulness.  We expect our parents to be committed to promoting a healthy school community by sharing any complaints and negative comments only with the people involved. The teacher’s contact information will be given at orientation. It can also be found on our website.
It is imperative to go directly to the teachers to discuss any issues of concern before coming to the administration.  Proverbs 18:17 says,  “The first to plead his case seems just, until another comes to examine him.”  There are always two sides to any story and the teacher may be able to shed new light on a situation. Call, email, or send a note to your student’s teacher. They will provide an email address, phone numbers and the hours they wish to receive calls. Please respect the teacher’s personal life, and do not call after 9:00 p.m.
CONFLICT RESOLUTION

All personal conflicts should be dealt with in a Biblical fashion according to Matthew 18:15-17:

1. Go to the student or teacher involved first, not others.
2. If not resolved, bring one or two others and try to achieve unity.

3. If there is still a conflict, bring the situation to the attention of an administrator.

Before calling, please remember the following guidelines:

Parent conduct in reference to teachers:

1. Always follow Biblical principles:


a. Remember to treat others, as you would like to be treated. (Matthew 7:12)

b. Go directly to the person with whom you have a problem. Please do not discuss the problem with another parent. If you feel an administrator is needed, be certain to have talked with the teacher first. (Matthew 18)

c. “Be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to anger, for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God requires.” (James 1:19)
            2. God is first, the parent second, and the teacher third as an authority in the student’s life. PFA recognizes it is vital for teachers to build a student’s confidence in their home; therefore, please remember that it is also important for parents to build a student’s confidence in their teacher. The parent needs to pass on trust in the teacher to the student. Please avoid speaking poorly of a teacher or discounting their assignments.
3. Please strive to maintain a cooperative relationship between the home and the school.

4. Please try to establish positive contact with your student’s teachers before a problem arises.

5. Please make every effort to contact the teacher for an appointment regarding a problem, rather than merely coming to the teacher’s classroom. Please consider the constraints when talking to a teacher during the teaching day. 
            6. Since our teachers are instructed NEVER to discuss one student with another student’s parents or another student, please do not discuss another student’s situation with your child. PLEASE, do not discuss a staff member with another parent; always refer that parent to the staff member.

7. Please recognize and trust that you as a parent and we as teachers are seeking the very best in every situation for your child. Please approach all conversations with teachers in this manner.
Expectation of Parents

*Parents must commit to educating their children consistently at home. Any family that does not provide the support a student needs to progress at grade level may be asked to hire a tutor, or if need be, remove their student from the school.

 *Parents need to help their student utilize their time wisely in order to complete assignments on time. They need to be aware of when their student’s assignments are due and when tests are taking place.

*Parents must support their teacher’s homework policies.
Late notes should not be issued casually, but only in the case of a significant life disruptive event. We would not expect to see more than one note per quarter per student.

*Parents need to communicate any concerns or difficulties in a gracious manner.

*Parents are to check their Parent Mail Box and Konstella regularly.

*Parents are to have their students to class on time, appropriately dressed. Make sure they are dress code compliant before they leave your house!
*Parents are to work alongside their student, proofreading all their work and enhancing their understanding of ideas being taught. Do not allow them to turn in work that has not been proofread. Having our work critiqued, evaluated and edited by another is a life-long skill, which produces excellence.

*Parent signatures may be required on some assignments.

Parent Assistance at PFA
Each family is expected to give volunteer hours to support activities sponsored by PFA and our ministry partner, The Home Church. Parent assistance will be required as a part of the school year enrollment.  Each parent will need to commit to possibly assist with:


1.  Lunch coverage 


4. Pizza Day


2.  A field trip



5. Office help


3.  An in class project    

If you are unable to help with lunch coverage, you may trade with a parent, ask a capable friend or relative, or pay to hire an available parent.  Parent participation is vital to the health and effectiveness of the school.  We ask that when a parent does come on site to assist us, they follow the same dress code of modesty that we ask of our students. Do not wear short shorts or skirts, tight fitting garments or spaghetti straps since they reveal too much.  
Lunch Coverage
We will contact parents to schedule a date for lunch coverage or to help with our pizza days.  On your scheduled day, please be here at 11:30 and expect to be finished at 12:35. Please check in with the PFA office for instructions.  If you are unable to work on the day you are scheduled, please arrange with another parent to take your place.  There are some people who are willing to “hire-out” and take your place. Please contact the office if you would like to earn the money by being a substitute for lunch coverage, If you do not show up on the day you are scheduled to help, and do not cover your position, you will be billed a $20.00 fine.  

Food in class
     
Students are not to eat in class unless it is an organized classroom event. This means they are not to bring in their coffee, Jamba Juice, or similar items into class. Also, they are not to eat their lunch during the class period. This creates a very informal atmosphere and is disrespectful to the efforts of the teacher. Please eat your food/drink before coming to school or during lunch. Bottled water is the only acceptable drink in class.

K  - 8th Grade Room Parents
Room parents will be responsible for organizing the monthly birthday parties.  They will arrange for parents to bring in cake and drinks and help to set up and clean up after each party.   If you are interested in being a room mom/dad, please contact the office.

Birthday Celebrations






The K - 6th grade students will celebrate their birthdays on the last Thursday of their birthday month.  Room moms will rotate those students who have summer birthdays into the schedule.  Parents are not to bring birthday treats for the class at any other time during the month.  Room moms will tell the parents when to bring birthday treats.

Campus Visitors

Parents are welcome to visit their student’s classroom.  Please speak with the teacher to arrange the best day for your visit, check in at the front office when you arrive and be sure your attire is in compliance with our dress code.  Former PFA students in good standing are welcome to come back and see us, although their access to students and teachers must be limited to lunch, so as not to disrupt the learning process for other students. We would appreciate a phone call to the office in advance to request permission for a visit, and when on site, please check in with the front office.  Non-PFA students must obtain prior permission from one of the office to attend classes or “shadow” a PFA student.  Students who are welcome to visit are those on the waiting list or visiting with a PFA family from out of town. Visiting students must conform to all school standards of behavior and dress while attending the school.  All visitors must check in with the office first and obtain a visitor’s badge.
Substitutes
We are looking for parents with the gift of teaching to be substitutes.  Please call the office if you are interested in being on our substitute roster. This is a paid position.

Field Trip Drivers
All drivers transporting students at the request of Pioneer Family Academy must:

1. Complete a driver’s authorization request form each year and attach a current copy of your driver’s license.

2. Be a parent or 25 years of age or older.

3. Agree to drive the speed limit! This is imperative. You do not have the right to endanger other people’s children due to speeding.

4. Do not talk on your cell phone while driving. Have one of the passengers in your car assist you, or if need be, pull off the road.



5.  A completed insurance verification form and a valid CA driver’s license are to be on file with the school administrative office 2 days prior to the planned trip.





6.  A limit of not less than $100,000 each person, $300,000 each occurrence for bodily injury, and $25,000 property damage coverage for the driver.
7.  The number of passengers per vehicle shall not exceed the number of available seat belts.

8.  Each passenger shall be required to use a seat belt.
 No parent may transport a student other than their own child without completing and submitting a PFA insurance verification form.
SAFETY AND STEWARDSHIP
Physical Education and Safety Policy

Weather permitting; students may go to the Community Center’s field for lunch.  No student is to travel to or from the field without an escort. If your 1st - 6th grade students wear sandals to school, they might wish to bring a pair of tennis shoes in their backpack for lunch/P.E. time.

Illness
For the safety and protection of all, we ask that you not send your student to school with any of the following symptoms:

A.  Common cold: keep home during period of productive cough and yellow or green nasal discharge

B.  Fever: over 100 degrees

C.  Eyes that are red, swollen, crusted or draining

D.  Untreated, draining ears

E.  Diarrhea

F.  Severe sore throat

G.  Nausea or vomiting

H.  Head lice- a child may not return until they have been checked and have no trace of lice.

 I.  Communicable disease- notify school office

General Safety
Emergency cards need to be returned to us prior to the first week of school, one for each of your children. They will be kept at the door of each classroom for easy accessibility in case of an emergency.  They will also be taken out at lunch and on field trips.
Soliciting
     

Flyers advertising educational materials are fine, once approved by the directors. These flyers do   not mean that PFA is endorsing the person or activity. They are simply informational. However, we do not encourage the students to bring money to school, unless it is for a school-related activity. We have a “no soliciting” policy during school.  This includes fund-raising items from outside organizations, such as sports leagues.

Parking Lot Safety
Please drive slowly and safely through our parking lot.   There may be children walking, running, or darting out into traffic. We have found that it is very dangerous for our students when parents stop right in front of the building to drop off their kids.  Students cannot see around the stopped car and may step into the path of a moving vehicle.  With this in mind, we will have orange safety cones in front delineating the “No Stopping Zone”.  Please honor this zone.  Please pull into the marked parking spots and escort your younger students to and from the building, or if you do not plan on parking, older students may be dropped off in front of the Omega or Canaan classrooms. 
Good Stewards
Students are expected to be good stewards of their classroom and the church facilities and to show industry in helping their teachers by cleaning up after their activities.  Students are responsible for leaving a clean classroom and lunch area.  Students in the last period classes will be expected to make sure the classroom is clean and set up the tables and chairs for the next day’s usage. 
Vandalism

Vandalism is the willful or malicious defacement or destruction of any property of PFA, its employees, or its students. It includes such things as graffiti and any tampering with computers.  Students are responsible for taking good care of the school’s facilities and equipment.  Any student found to have committed vandalism, either individually or as part of a group or a class prank, shall be punished. The Principals and/or the ruling Board will determine punishment.
This shall include the payment in a fine in an amount that is three to six times the estimated cost of repair, replacement, and the administration of this matter. Punishment may also include suspension or expulsion, and possible police intervention in severe cases.
Forbidden Items

1. Electronic games and toys
2. Weapons, knives, and dangerous sharp objects of any size.

3. Incendiary devises: matches, lighters, etc.

4. Any electronic music players, (Ipod, MP3 players, phones may be used by high school students who are in study hall and are studying. They are not to be used around school at any other time.)

Cubby Units

The cubby units are for use only by the high school students who have 3 or more classes. The cubbies must be clean and empty at the end of each school day.
FEES
Tuition Box








Tuition is broken down into Nine monthly payments and is paid September 1 through May 1 and is due no later than the 10th of each month.  The tuition box hangs on the wall outside the office door.  Please put all checks in the tuition box, or hand to our bookkeeper.  Cash payments will be collected and a receipt given by our secretary in the office.  Please do not put cash in the tuition box.
Late Fee and Insufficient Funds
A late fee of $25 will be assessed on past due accounts and returned checks.  Tuition is considered late if it is in the office after the 10th of the month.  

Fees 
There is a non-refundable enrollment fee per student. The course and lab fees are used for teacher’s supplies and resource materials.  These fees also cover non-salary expenses such as computers, grading software, science and sports equipment, office supplies, first aid supplies, consumable supply room items, white board markers, etc. There may be times when the students will have to provide supplies for extra curriculum or craft projects that are not included in this resource fee. There may be other fees due for things such as field trips, costumes, holiday crafts, or special celebrations. 

Dropping a Class

It is imperative for the sake of the teacher that you do not abruptly pull your student from a class.  It cannot be over emphasized how hard our teachers work at preparing their class for their students.  To have a student pulled from a class without an effort to communicate with the teacher cannot but hurt the teacher.  As a parent, you are encouraged to contact the teacher, express your concerns and see if there is a possible solution.  Then time should be given to see if the changes make a difference. If after a trial period you reconnect with the teacher and both determine this is not the best situation for the student, you can request a “Drop Request” form from the office and go through the steps to withdraw your student from the class.  We will continue to charge tuition for that class until the Drop Request form is received, or we may hold the students report cards if tuition is not impacted by the change. We consider our school a College Preparatory School and use curriculum that is used in regular campus schools all over the country.  We are not only trying to give the students the knowledge they need to help them succeed in college, but also exercise them in the diligence and study habits they will need to do well in the college setting.  A student should not be allowed to drop a class because it is more work than they want to put in.  Let us cause our students to reach higher than is comfortable, it will bear good fruit.

Early Withdrawal
*EARLY WITHDRAWAL from the school is considered official when written notice is received one month prior to the last day of attendance.  The responsibility for tuition payments continues through 30 calendar days from written notification. If a student is dropping a single class, payment is due until the end of the current month. Should a student be dismissed for any reason, the same payment policy will take effect.
ACADEMIC ISSUES
Principle Approach to Education
Pioneer Family Academy implements many ideas from the Principle Approach to education.

The Principle Approach is America’s historic approach to all of life and living. Simply stated, it is the unquestionable belief that within the Word of God lay the seed truths from which conclusions or answers can be reasoned. The Principle Approach method is a method of Biblical reasoning. It is the way one discovers and discerns truth and makes conclusions based on principles found in the Word of God. The Principle Approach method places the truths of God’s Word as the foundation of every area of life.  Our History courses will be taught from the perspective of God’s providential hand moving throughout every part of man’s existence for the propagation of the Gospel, with Christ as the focal point of all history.

Webster’s Dictionary
We use the Webster’s 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language because it “provides a true, philosophical sense of every word for precise understanding.  Through carefully established historical definitions, Webster builds understanding by showing the significance that a given word has had in its best usage in history.  Webster’s 1828 also strategically uses a Biblical meaning wherever it is significantly used in Scripture.” (Ron Kirk’s Handbook)

Academic Diligence
Assignment due dates are to be honored.  Part of the student’s character building process is helping them learn how to schedule their time wisely in order to turn assignments in on time.  Each year we see the need to challenge the students to higher standards, and as we do, we see that they are able to reach them.  By enrolling your student in PFA, you have placed them under the authority of another teacher; that teacher is now responsible for a portion of their education, and accordingly, the parent and the student should respect the assignments required.  Remember, a student can always contact his student’s teacher if they have questions about the assignments.  Otherwise, each student is required to be at PFA on time with assignments completed.
Customized Academic Plan (CAP)

We recognized that some students have unique needs in their learning processes. We desire to support them in their most effective learning environment and expectations. As we are not a program designed exclusively for student’s with learning challenges, we rely heavily on the parent to help us set up a Customized Academic Plan (C.A.P.) which will provide an opportunity for their child to succeed. This plan must be set up prior to a student starting a class, and reviewed and approved by the teacher, so that any accommodations are well communicated in advance. In this situation, good communication between parent and teacher is essential for success.
Cursive and Typing
It is expected that cursive writing should be mastered by the second semester of 4th grade. Many educators are returning to the idea of teaching cursive first. It tends to improve long-term penmanship skill, helps children learn to read, virtually eliminates reversals, fosters left-to-right flow of writing and enables children to read what is written by others. Students in 7th through 12th grade should type all their written homework.  Parents should not type their student’s work at any level unless it has been pre-approved by the administration.
Tardiness
Once class begins and the door is shut to the classroom, your student will need to obtain a tardy slip from the office.  Chronic unexcused tardies are unacceptable.  Persistent tardies undermine effective classroom learning.  Students who accumulate three un-excused tardies per quarter will be fined. Continued tardies will result in a meeting with the principals to determine if a student will be allowed to continue in the class.
Late Assignments


Late assignments will not be accepted unless a valid parent note accompanies them.  Valid excuses include illness, vacation, family crisis etc. Late notes should not be issued casually, but only in the case of a significant life disruptive event.  Schoolwork forgotten at home does not qualify as a valid reason for a parent note. We would not expect to see more than one note per quarter per student.
Technical Difficulties
Each family is expected to make sure they have paper and toner on hand for their home computer. On the rare, and it should be rare, occasion your student cannot print off their finished assignment at home; they may come to the office and print it off for a cost of $.25 per page. This should not be a default option and the privilege will be cut off if used too often. Be sure the student has the money with them to pay for the copies at the time of printing.

Absences

Please call the office if your child is ill and unable to attend school.  If your family has a planned vacation that will cause them to miss school, please contact your student’s teacher(s) directly and arrange to make up the work.  Please remember that it is the parent/student’s responsibility to contact the teacher to obtain missed work.  Do not assume that the teacher will automatically get your student the information.  Students with excessive absences may be put on probation. Students are allowed to turn in their assignments one day late per school day they are sick.  For example: if a student is sick on Tuesday, they should be prepared to turn in their work, or take the assigned quiz/test the next day they return. Prolonged illness should be dealt with on an individual basis with each teacher. Please remember to attach a parent note to the late work explaining that it was due to illness.

Grades

Grade levels K-2nd do not receive official grades. All other grade levels will have their grades posted on Canvas, usually within a week of the project/assignment being turned in. It is imperative that the parent check their students grades every week to be aware of any problems.
The academic grade is based upon the actual work done on homework, quizzes, tests, reports, etc. 
Academic grading is as follows:


A
90-100 %

excellent work


B
80-89 %

good solid work


C
70-79 %

average work


D
60-69 %

below average, but passing


F
59 and below

failing work

It is important you respect the assignments and the grades that your student’s teacher has given. If you are questioning a grade, please approach the teacher in a respectful, cordial manner and make your inquires. Do not casually disregard your teacher’s evaluation of your student’s work. You have given them the responsibility to prepare lessons, teach class, and correct work. You must also give them the respect of honoring the grades they have given.
Subject Overviews
Subject matter overviews can be found on our website under the Academic tab.  This information can be used to supplement your own record keeping.  Remember, PFA Day School is not an official “school” in the eyes of the state. You are responsible for maintaining your student’s cumulative record either under your own affidavit or through a Private Satellite Program. 

Teacher Pages
A short biography of teacher can be found on our website. Teacher with junior and senior high classes will have a link to where their class assignment can be located. This provides both student and parent with accurate information about assignments.
Attendance
Attendance is very important for a successful school year. Since PFA only meets two days a week, missing days makes it difficult on both the student and the teacher. There are some absences, which are unavoidable, such as illness or family crisis. Family vacations or “get-aways” should be sparsely planned during the school year. We would not expect a family to pull their student from school for a family vacation more than one time throughout the year.
Cutting Class

Definition: Failing to come to campus or leaving campus without proper permission for any part of the school day, or choosing not to attend any class or classes without proper permission. Senior “Sneak” day is not acceptable and will be treated as a cut.  Cutting class will be regarded as a very serious offense, requiring disciplinary action and parent notification.


1. First Cut: Student will be fined a $25 administrative fee.


2. Second cut: The student and parent will meet with the principals before being readmitted to class. Administrative fees must be paid prior to the student being readmitted to class.


3. Third cut: Student will be expelled from the school.

A student fails all class work and may not make up any class work, homework, quizzes, or tests missed during a cut class. Offenses are cumulative from year to year.
Infractions

Students who ignore the rules regarding dress code, tardies between classes, listening to music  and/or using cell phones, text messaging, passing notes in class or any other area, will have an infraction slip written up and given to the office and sent home to the parent. Any behavior that is disruptive or disrespectful may result in an infraction slip being issued. Most infractions will incur an administrative fine, which must be paid before a student can return to school.

Attitude

All students are to try to maintain a Christ-like attitude at all times. Students are responsible for the attitudes they choose. Constant and repeated complaining, griping, sowing of discord, or sullenness are problems that must be dealt with. It must be remembered that attending PFA is a voluntary agreement. If a student does not wish to be here, they should not be. By choosing to take advantage of the education offered here, students must willingly accept the guidelines the school has set in place and follow them without complaining. Bad-talking the school and sowing discord is unbiblical and will not be tolerated. “There are six things which the Lord hates............And one who spreads strife among the brothers.” (Proverbs 6:16 &19)  Students must show respect in classes, in all activities, and with guest speakers. No students will be permitted to ridicule or mock staff or other students. This is considered a serious offense. If improper attitude persists after parents have been contacted, disciplinary action will result.
 The administration reserves the right to dismiss any student whose influence and/or conduct becomes in any way detrimental to the best interest of the other students.
Attitude Probation        









If a student has a negative attitude in class, they may be put on probation.  This probation involves a student picking up a probation form from the office every school day, having each teacher sign in the appropriate space and submitting it to one of the principals at the end of each school day.  If behavior does not improve, a parent conference will be called to consider removing the student from the school.

Academic Probation    

At the teacher’s request, students who are not doing well in class may be put on academic probation.  Failure to improve may result in dismissal from school or class. Students will receive a progress report four to five weeks into each quarter if they are receiving a “C” or below. This will show the academic progress of the student and give an opportunity to clear up any discrepancies between the teacher’s record and the student’s.  Junior and senior high school students may be removed from a class after the first quarter if they have a “D” or ‘F’ in that class. They must have a ‘C’ or above in a class to remain in that class after each semester. Students must also receive a ‘C’ in any class to move on to the next level of that class the following year.

Study Hall Fee
We need to clearly communicate our expectations for study hall.  Many students consider this as their “break” time and feel free to wander around the facility, sit in the lobby by the elevator and chat with their friends. This is not an accurate picture.  Those who have a study hall period are required to be quiet and have work to do or a book to read during this time. They are to stay in the study hall room or in the front office, if there is an overflow. They are to respect and obey the study hall overseer, and not ignore the rules because they feel like it.  Students who disregard these rules will no longer be allowed in study hall and the parent will be responsible to come remove them from campus during this time frame.  There is a maximum of two study hall classes per student. If a student is only taking one or two classes at PFA, the parent is responsible for the oversight of the student for the remainder of the time. You can pick them up, or if the student is old enough, the parent can provide written permission for the student to go off campus. Parents and students will sign an agreement at the beginning of the school year stating that they understand and will abide by the stated expectations. 
Honesty
Cheating: When a student is discovered to have cheated, the assignment will receive a zero and the student may be suspended for a day.  A student who voluntarily provides another student with information that constitutes cheating will receive the same consequences as the student who cheated.










Plagiarism: Plagiarism is s serious offence. With the advent of the internet, plagiarism has risen to epidemic proportions. Besides not wanting our student to be comfortable with stealing others intellectual property, we want to equip them to enter college prepared for the strict expectation they will find there regarding plagiarism. Plagiarism is a form of cheating and will be dealt with by the student receiving a zero on the assignment. Continued plagiarism may result in removal from the class.
Tutoring
Tutoring may be required if a student is not progressing at grade level.

Iowa Academic Testing
         










Bob Jones university Press now offers on line academic testing for those families who are interested. https://www.bjupresshomeschool.com/content/online-testing
[image: image3.png]



Godly Conduct
The guidelines for conduct for all who participate at PFA can be summed up in the following two scriptures.
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.”  This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  On these two commandments hangs all the Law and the Prophets.”  Matthew 22:37-39.
“ Treat others in the same way that you would want them to treat you.” Luke 6:31
Our students should feel free to conduct themselves as they wish, as long as they do not violate the spirit of these two scriptures. Our Code of Conduct is just one of the ways our students can follow these foundational truths. It is not exhaustive, nor should it need to be. All actions and choices should and will be examined through the lens of these scriptures.
CODE OF CONDUCT

PIONEER FAMILY ACADEMY STUDENTS MUST BE...
OBEDIENT to the teachers, administrators, and parents of the school, and the pastors and staff of the Church.  Students must respond and obey...


1.  Quickly...not just when it is convenient or when he or she feels like it.


2.  Cheerfully...not with resistance, resentment or sarcasm of any kind.


3.  Thoroughly...not partially completed or with a less than 100% effort.


4.  Unconditionally...not dependent on the actions or reactions of someone else.

RESPECTFUL to adults and fellow students alike.  Students must show respect by...


1.  Raising hands and waiting for permission to speak in class or go to the restroom. 

2.  Responding with titles of respect when spoken to by adults (Mrs., Ma’am, Mr., Sir). 

3.  Listening quietly and attentively whenever the teacher or a student is speaking.  The student should also maintain eye contact while responding to adults.


4.  Doing nothing to distract the other students from listening and learning or that disturbs the learning environment.

LOVING students must exhibit the love of Christ by being...


1.  Willing to develop friendships and relationships with all of the children.


2.  Supportive and showing kindness, love and respect to others, even if they seem different or do things differently.


3.  Giving and sharing and trying to put the needs and desires of the other children before their own.


4.  Humble, honest and transparent with the other children, not putting on an “attitude” of pride or trying to be something they are not.


5.  Sensitive, never making fun of anybody in any way for any reason.  This includes giving each other “nicknames” which could possibly be hurtful.

REVERENT in their speech and actions, showing love and devotion to God.


1.  Swearing, coarse joking, crude speech, rumors, acts of unkindness toward others and cliques are not fitting for a child of God and will not be tolerated.


2.  Inappropriate words, pictures or symbols on clothing, jewelry, notebooks or other items will not be allowed.  Students may be asked to cover up, remove an item, or be sent home to change.


3.  Times of worship, prayer, and Bible instruction must be times of reverence and respect toward God, and students should participate willingly and respond accordingly without being hindered by fear or peer pressure.

SELF-CONTROLLED students must exhibit self-control by being 


1.  Organized with their papers, homework, project, notebooks, etc. neatly in their backpacks.


2.  Orderly with their backpacks and lunches neatly stored under their table or chair, or against the wall, and their jackets hanging on the back of their chairs.  Also, tables should be set up in an orderly fashion and not be moved without the teacher’s permission.


3.  Good posture, facing forward in their chairs toward the table, with both of their feet on the floor and all four chair legs on the floor.  Sloppy posture leads to a sloppy attitude.  


4.  Diligent to complete all homework and in-class assignments in the given time.


5.  Excellent, striving to do the very best job possible every time.  Drawings and doodling on homework and worksheets are not allowed.


6.  Mature in speech and actions.  Students should always seek to speak clearly and concisely and with appropriate expression.  


7. Modest in dress that is appropriate for a child of God.  In addition, sports team clothing should not be allowed to bring disruption or disunity to our school. 


8.  A Good Sport during sports activities and other classroom competitions, encouraging others in their efforts and accomplishments regardless of what team they may be on or their level of skill in the particular activity.  All competition must be “friendly” and free from arguments and intentional physical or verbal harm of any kind.

Male/Female Relationships
PFA supports the concept that since high school students are by no means prepared to enter into the covenant of marriage, we encourage an atmosphere that teaches students to treat and respect each other as brothers and sisters in Christ.  Outward demonstrations of romantic relationships are not allowed on campus. Teasing or writing notes about boyfriend/girlfriend relationships is not glorifying to the Lord and will not be tolerated. Please share with your student that they are to conduct himself or herself in a respectful manner, which is to honor one another.  We appreciate the healthy atmosphere that develops when young people are not under the pressure of the world’s standards of “going with someone.”

Dress and Appearance

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds” 

Hebrews 10:24

Students at Pioneer Family Academy should seek to honor Christ at all times, and the matter of their appearance is no exception. The way a student dresses should show respect for themselves, their families, and school. PFA desires to spur students on to a “higher call” and to “not be conformed to this world,” but to rise up among their peers and lead the way to godliness. While at PFA, the students should reflect the atmosphere of the school.  Girls in particular should seek to reflect the Biblical heart of modesty. Webster’s 1828 dictionary defines modesty in the following way, “In females, modesty has the like character as in males; but the word is used also as synonymous with chastity, or purity of manner. In this sense, modesty results from purity of mind.”

Douglas Wilson has some good insights in his book, Her Hand in Marriage. 

“It is also very clear that women can do certain things that will entice the wrong kind of gaze, and encourage men to respond in an impure way. Simply put, girls should be covered up, but not too tightly.”  “The principle is very simple; if girls dress immodestly, they will attract the wrong kind of attention. Boys like to desire and girls like to be desired. Fathers must teach their daughters self-control through loving them into a secure relationship which excludes any tendency to exhibition.”

Dress Code Reasoning
 We would like to take a few moments to share the basis for the PFA dress code.

We will make some assumptions in this document. 

1. Both students and parents involved in PFA are Christians and seek to follow and honor Christ.

2. Both students and parents involved in PFA believe that the Bible is the inerrant Word of God and the final authority and guide for the choices and conduct of our life.

If these things are not true for a student or parent, then they will have difficulty understanding the reason for the guidelines we have put in place, and we would recommend that these families evaluate their continued participation in this school.

As followers of Christ, we have a mandate from the scriptures to practice modesty.

“In like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation,” 1 Timothy 2:9

This raises two questions. What is modesty?




      Why should we practice it?

Webster’s 1828 defines modest as: “Properly restrained by a sense of propriety; hence not forward or bold; not presumptuous or arrogant.” This definition indicates that we, in order to practice modesty, must practice restraint. What is it that we need to restrain?  In part, it is our natural self-centeredness. We all have a strong inclination to selfishness.  Jesus speaks plainly of this when He commands us to “die to self.” We all, to some degree, have a self-centeredness that cries out, “Notice me, like me, accept me, approve of me!” We naturally seek attention from those around us, when in truth, the only true and safe place to get affirmation is from Jesus Himself.



One of the cornerstones of Christ’s life and ministry was His “others” focus, which He illustrated in both words and deeds. “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.  Let each of you look out not only for his own interest, but also for the interest of others.” Philippians 2:4,5



True modesty should stem from a heart attitude of obedience and kindness, obedience to our Lord Jesus and kindness to our brothers in the Lord. It goes against our natural tendencies to have to modify our behavior because of the impact it may have on someone else. And yet, that is exactly what we are called to do. 

A girl’s endeavor at modesty can help promote the efforts of a Christian man, as he is learning to think of and treat a young lady with respect. In contrast, a woman who is careless about modesty or is trying to gain attention through her dress can cause a man to have lustful thoughts and struggle with impurity. Men are visually attracted to women! Women, young and old, who do not keep the purity of their brothers in Christ in mind when they choose their outfits, are naive, careless, or cruel. Young ladies who are just coming into their womanhood are coming to terms with their own sensuality and often have not gained the wisdom or experience to understand the thought process of a young man. This is why it is imperative that the parents, especially the fathers, step in and educate and guide their daughters in matters of modesty and dress.

We understand that though many of the girls here at PFA would support the concept of modesty, they may feel that we are too strict regarding how it is carried out in our school. They don’t see a problem with their midriff, back, or the entire shoulder area being exposed. If they are comparing this to what is seen in the world today, it may seem trivial. But this is the wrong standard of comparison! There are many boys and men who are stimulated by tight, exposing, and peek-a-boo clothes and we, as females, cannot just disregard them and tell them “tough luck.” We cannot allow the exercise of our liberty to cause another to stumble.  “All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful; all things are lawful for me, but all things do not edify. Let no one seek his own, but each one the other’s well-being.” 1 Corinthians 10:23, 24
When a girl dresses with pants and a shirt that are skin tight, that show the exact shape of her bust and bottom, she is a walking sign that is calling out, “Look at me, notice me.” She is trying out her sexual appeal on those around her so she can feel good about herself, because after all, being sexual is the number one goal of life, right? The world tells us this on every show, magazine, billboard and commercial. But the Lord warned us against this very thing when He commanded us in Romans 12:2 “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” When a girl dresses herself in a way that mimics the world, she is not only selling herself short, but she is causing the young men around her to have to struggle with impure thoughts and lust. The Word is very clear that we are not to cause our brother to stumble.  “But beware lest somehow this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to those who are weak.” 1 Corinthians 8:9. Modesty does not have to mean frumpy! There are many ways for a lady to look and be attractive and feminine and yet modest.

It seems many Christians have fallen into the mind set that as long as one keeps a certain distance from the world, they can walk a parallel path to the world, enjoying much of its pleasures.  Young people are especially vulnerable to the idea they can look, act, talk, and dress like the world as long as they don’t cross over some imaginary line into “sin.” This is not what Christ calls us to. He does not want us to look to the world and determine our behavior from that standard. He wants us to turn our heads 180 degrees from the world and model our behavior after His. Let’s not see how close we can get to the world, but rather, how close we can get to Jesus.

In the world of fashion and dress today, sexuality and sensuality are without restraint. Fashions are bold and sexually blatant, as you have hopefully noticed; they are the exact opposite of the definition of the word “Modest.” The images of tightly and slightly clad women are so prolific that we as Christians have become desensitized to their moral inappropriateness. So what if the jeans are cut low, and the stomach, back and underwear shows? So what if the shirts are tight and short, revealing flesh and defining the bust? I fear we have been lulled into a stupor. Remember, a woman’s body is her sacred property and that of her future husband. It is not to be displayed for the whole world to see. It is hers and hers alone, until one day she gives herself as a gift to her husband. But more importantly, her body belongs to Christ. “Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, Who is in you, Whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 

1 Corinthians 6:19, 20

Perhaps you have come to a place where you agree with the basic ideas we have set forth. Your next thought may be, “But it’s so hard to find clothes that are modest.” We agree! It is frustrating, but as you may have noticed, there is a great deal about a Christ-like life that is hard. We are not only swimming against the tide of an amoral culture but we are also struggling against our own personal sin nature. Jesus understands this clearly as He tells us, “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.” Matthew 7:13,14   Our lives are richly blessed when we follow Christ’s way, but it is also challenging.  However, the difficulty of it does not release us from the responsibility to try. Nothing we are asked to do could be more difficult than the agonizing death Jesus suffered on the cross so that we might experience the abundant life.

We have discussed a number of reasons why we have the dress code policies here at PFA. The Bible is our final authority and we look to it for guidance. But, besides the Biblical mandate for modesty, there is the realization that wherever one goes in life there will be guidelines and rules set for any establishment. Any business or organization which provides a service has the need and right to set expectations. They are considered “house rules.”  “Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, “Romans 13:1,2
PFA is an academic environment. It is not unreasonable that an academic environment should carry with it a level of seriousness and respectability. We live in a culture that has become excessively casual. This is especially true in the home school arena. Though we never want to become a cold and legalistic school, neither do we want to be considered a playground. I think that most adults would agree that what we wear does affect how we behave. When we set guidelines for dress, it is for the welfare of the student and of the school. Anyone who attends PFA has made a conscious choice to do so. It is a voluntary agreement. Is it so unreasonable to expect a student, who has chosen to come here, fully aware of our guidelines, would follow those guidelines without whining and complaining? In reality, the Lord does not allow us to spend energy complaining. “Do all things without murmuring and complaining, that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,” Philippians 2:14,15

PFA was established to help the students grow in knowledge, truth, and Christian character. We were not established to give your child a safe alternative to a public school experience. Our vision was, and is, to provide quality Christ-centered classes. We have never attempted or desired to mimic a regular school, with spirit days, banquets, and other social activities. We see the responsibility of the social life of the student as belonging to the parents, not PFA. Of course, in a classroom setting there will be social interaction and relationships built. We do not mind providing some “extras” such as graduations, parties, and a banquet as long as everyone understands that these are a gift, not a right. When we hear of students grumbling because we have put guidelines in place for these events, it grieves and saddens us. When they complain, it shows an ungrateful spirit. We would be just as happy to not provide these benefits. It would make our lives so much easier, yet we do them because we truly care for our students. 

We know that God has called us to the ministry of Pioneer Family Academy. It is both challenging and rewarding. When we make decisions, we do so to the best of our ability with God’s leading, and there are reasons for the decisions we make. It would be burdensome to explain in detail the reasoning behind each of the decisions. We are doing so now because the dress code issue has become a huge burden for us. We have an expectation that because you have chosen to participate in this school, you will both trust, and fully support the high standard we are trying to uphold. We do not understand why, after communicating these expectations, some students are still coming to school in inappropriate attire. Why are they allowed to leave the house in outfits that do not meet dress code standard? Why are we put in the position of being “dress code cops?” It is a job we particularly abhor. For those parents who have perhaps not been as diligent in this matter as they should, we are asking you to please take this responsibility back into your hands. For those of you who have been faithful and diligent in this area, we offer a heartfelt “thank you!”

“Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. Give no offense, either to the Jews, or the Greeks (unbelievers) or to the church of God (fellow believers).” 1 Corinthians 10:31
Dress Code Expectations
The following is a list of guidelines for the students to follow in preparing themselves for attendance at PFA. We cannot document every tiny detail, but please look at the following and let it guide both your understanding of what we are trying to accomplish and the student’s dress. 

1.Student’s clothing must be neat, clean and modest.  No ragged jeans, holes in pants, or cut-offs.      
    Unkempt, unclean, ragged or frayed clothing is not permitted.  

2. Tattoos, or writing on skin that looks like a tattoo are not permitted.

3. Writing on shirts that is unholy, grotesque or dishonors the Lord in any way is not permissible.

4.  No pants with writing on the rump.
5. Garments with pictures of guns, or weapons.

Young Ladies:

6. Straps on tops and dresses should be at least 2 inches wide. We don’t want bra straps showing. 

7. Tight, form-fitting (vacuum packed), see through, low cut shirts as well as short shirts that show the stomach or back at any time, sitting, bending, and in motion, will not be allowed. Avoid low cut pants that will increase the probability of the midriff being exposed.  Shirts should be long enough to cover belt in all range of motion. 

8. Slits in skirts, hems of dresses and shorts must reach the ends of your finger tips when your arms hang down at your side or no shorter than 7 inches above the knee when kneeling, whichever is longer.
Young men:

9. Skin tight or oversized baggy pants are not allowed.  Pants and shorts must be worn approximately at the waist and may not have a super-low crotch. Underwear may not show.
Dress Code Violations
Consequences:

1st violation:  The student will be removed from class; the parent will be called and asked to bring a change of clothes for their student. The student will not be allowed to return to class until they are in appropriate clothes.
2nd violation: A $25 fine will be charged and the student will not be allowed to return to school until it is paid. Absences during this period will be unexcused.

3rd violation: A parent conference will be called and the student’s ability to stay in the school will be discussed.

The dress code applies any time the student is on campus, even before and after school. It also applies for any PFA sponsored event, i.e. field trips, high school banquet, etc. 

Please ask these questions when selecting your clothing and hairstyles:
*Is it modest?

*Might my appearance be disruptive by calling attention to myself?

*Does my appearance identify with a counter-cultural group or a rebellious element of society?

PFA staff administrators reserve the right to determine what is appropriate in terms of dress and are the final authority.
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